How to Create a Simple App,
“Croshare,” using Ruby on Rails

Kristine Rooks
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1. Introduction

This manual explains the steps to creating an app called “Croshare,” a simple social media platform
where you can share crochet and knitting patterns with your friends.

Before you can begin, you must have Ruby on Rails and a Text Editor installed on your computer.
Visit http://rubyonrails.org/download for more information.

2. Getting started

To create a new Ruby on Rails application, you need to open the Command Line Interface. You can
do this by going to your Program Start Menu, and typing “cmd.”

Search

Everywhere

cmd|

Once the Command Line Interface opens, you can type Command Line Prompts to interact with
your computer.



http://rubyonrails.org/download
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o Start Command Prompt with Ruby = &

UzeresDELL>cd dezktop programs

ssUserss\DELLSDesktopsprograms > _

Type the command rails new and the name of the application you want to create. In this case, type
rails new croshare and hit enter. Rails creates a list of new resources to use, including a new file
directory. To navigate to the new directory, type cd croshare and hit enter. “Cd” stands for “change
directory.”

| Bl Start Command Prompt with Ruby = =

execjs 2.2.1
coffee—script 2.3.8
thor B.1%7.1
railties 4.1.4
coffee—rails 4.8.1
hike 1.2.3
multi_json 1.18.1
Jbuilder 2.1.3
Jguery-rails 3.1.2
tilt 1.4.1
sprockets 2.11.8
sprockets—rails 2.1.4
rails 4.1.4

rdoc 4.1.2

turbolinks 2.3.8
tzinfo-data 1.2814.7

g uglifier 2.5.3
[l our bundle iz complete?
se “bundle show [gemnamel® to see where a bundled gem is installed.

:“Users\DELL\Desktop“programs >cd croshare

3. Generating a scaffold

Type the command rails generate scaffold status name:string content:text and hit enter.
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A scaffold is a full set of tools used to create behaviors in an app. “Status” is the name of your
scaffold. It generates string field, or small text field, labeled “name”. It also generates a larger text
field labeled “content.”

Type rake db:migrate and hit enter. This will create migrations, additional tools you need for the
app.

After rails finishes generating the tools you need, type the command rails server. This starts the rails
server, which lets you view your app in a web browser.

o Start Command Prompt with Ruby

G:/Ruby2BB/1ib ruby2 _B.B- vebrick httpserver.rh:?4:in run’
C:/Ruby28@.-1ib ruby 2 8. B uebhrick server.rh:295:in “hlock in start_thread’

Rendered C:-/Ruby288-1lib-ruby/gems-2.8_.0-/gemns actionpack—4.1.4-1librsaction_dispa
ch/middleware templates/rescues/_source.erb (1.80ms>

Rendered C:/Ruby?28B-1ib/vruby/gems-2_B_B-/gems actionpack—4.1_4-1librsaction_dispa
chsmiddleware templates rescues/_trace.html.erh (34_0Bms)>

Rendered C:/Ruby2BB8-1lib-rubysgems 2.8.8-/gems actionpack—-4.1.4-1libraction_dispal
chs/middleware templates/rescues/_regquest_and_response.html.erh (2.0mns)>

Rendered C:-/Ruby2BB-/1libsruby/gems 2.8.8-/gens actionpack—-4.1.4-/1lib action_dispa
ch/middleware templates/rescuessdiagnostics.erb within rescueslayout (95.ims)>
[2814-87-21 14:31:28]1 INFO going to shutdown ...
[2814-09-21 14:31:28]1 INFO UWEBrick::HITPServerlistart done.

erminate hatch job (Y-/H)? y

:sUsersSDELL~Desktopsprogranscroshare >rake d
== 201409211820841 CreateStatuses: migrating ==
— create_table(:statuses)
- B.8828:z
== 20140921182841 CreateStatuses: migrated (B.8838s>

:sUserssDELLNDesktopsprogransscroshare >rails server

4. Viewing your app in a web browser

Open a web browser and type localhost:3000 in the address bar. This opens the rails server in your
browser.
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< C fi [ localhost3000 %o =

55 apps & attnet [ Google Tech Talent South  (£) Memory game exa...  [E) Components . Boots... ) twbs/bootstrap-sass <] general | TTS Summ... (3 Comprehensive Rub. Heroku | Apps (Y Domain List

Browse the

Welcome aboard documentation

You're riding Ruby on Rails!

About your application’s environment Rails Guides

Rails API

Ruby core
Getting started Ruby standard library

Here's how to get rolling:

1. Use rails generate to create your
models and controllers

To see all available options, run it without parameters.

2. Setup a root route to replace this page

You're seeing this page because you're running in
development mode and you haven't set 3 root route yet.

Routes are set up in config/routes.rb

w

. Configure your database

1f you're nat using SQLite (the default), edit
config/database.ymi with your username and password

Since you named the scaffold “status,” a site for models called “statuses” was created. Type
localhost:3000/statuses to view this site.

<« C A | [Y localhost:3000/statuses
= Apps & attnet B Google Tech Talent South @3 Memary game exa...

Listing statuses
MName Content

New Status

Click “New Status” to create a new status. Type your name, and the content you wish to share
with your friends.
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[3 localhost:3000/statuses/new

€ >CAH

B Apps & attnet [B Google

New status

Name
Kristine

Content

Check out this great shawl!

nttp:i/ /W

Create Status

Back

Tech Talent South [} Memory game exa..,

7w .beatricervandesigns.com/2014/07/15/midnight-breeze-shawl/

E’ Components - Boots..,

) twy

Click the “Create Status” button to view your status update. Then hit the “Back” button, and you
can see that your list of statuses has been updated on the main site.

C n

att.net m Google

[ localhost:3000/statuses

L

it Apps €

Listing statuses

Name Content

New Status

Tech Talent South (L) Memary game exa..,

E’ Components - Boots.., o twhs/bootstrap-sass :_S; general | TTS Summ..

Kristine Check out this great shawl! http://www.beatriceryandesigns.com/2014/07/15/midnight-breeze-shawl/ Show Edit Destroy

The app works successfully, but it’s not very nice to look at. Next, use your text editor to

improve the look of your app.

—




Kristine Rooks

5. Changing the look of your app

Open your text editor. Click “File,” “Open Folder,” and select the “croshare” folder.

g untitled (croshare) - Sut
File | Edit GSelection Find View Goto Tools Project  Preferences
Mew File Ctrl+M
Open File... Ctrl+0
Open Folder...
Open Recent »
Reopen with Encoding »

MNew View into File

Save Ctrl+5
Save with Encoding »
Save As.. Ctrl+Shift+5
Save All

Open the file croshare/app/assets/stylesheets/application.css

8 C\Users\DELL\Desktop\programs\crosh

File Edit Selection Find View Goto Tools
OPEM FILES
FOLDERS
W croshare
¥ app
W assets
b images
P javascripts
W stylesheets

scaffolds.css.sess
statuses.css.soss
b controllers
P helpers
P mailers
P models
P views
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At this point, it’s helpful to use a tool called Bootstrap. Go to getbootstrap.com to download it.

Once you've downloaded Bootstrap, go back to your application.css file and type the following:
@import "bootstrap-sprockets";

@import "bootstrap";

C55.50585

-55,5055

Go back to your Command Line Interface and hit Ctrl+C to end your rails server session.

Type bundle install and hit enter to install the new features into your app.

6. Using CSS

You can view the documentation at getbootstrap.com to see libraries of code that can be used to
change the look and behavior of your app.

Go to the file croshare/views/layouts/application.html.erb. You will see a piece of code that looks
like this:

<%= vyield %>

This is a piece of ruby code that represents the content you see on each page. To style the site, we
can add the following code to it:

——
(0]
| —


http://www.getbootstrap.com/
http://www.getbootstrap.com/
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<div class="bg-primary">

</div>

<br />
<br />
<br />

<span class="big-title">Croshare</span>
<p><span class="description">Post great crochet and knitting patterns! Share
immediately with your friends!</span></p>

<div class="container">

</div>

<%= vyield %>

C\Users\DELL\Desktop\programs\crashare\appviews\l;
i Goto Tools Project Preferences Help

application.css application.html.erb

<!DOCTYPE html>

re</
eet_link_t
= jav ript_incl
csrf_meta tags
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Go to the file croshare/app/statuses/index.html.erb. Delete all the code you see and replace it with
the following code:

<%= link_to "Post a New Pattern", new_status_path, class: "btn" %>
<br />
<br />
<br />
<% @statuses.each do |status| %>
<div class="status">
<strong><%-= status.name %></strong>
<p><%= status.content %></p>
<div class="meta">
<%= link_to time_ago_in_words(status.created_at) + " ago", status %> |
<span class="admin">
<%= link_to "Edit", edit_status_path(status) %> |
<%= link_to "Delete", status, method: :delete, data: {confirm: "Are you sure you
want to delete?"} %>
</span>
</div>
</div>
<hr>
<% end %>

LiUsers\UELL\LeSKToOp\programs\Crosnare\appiyiews\statusesyinaexX.ntmiLero = (Crosnare) - SUbIime 18Xt £ (UNRKEGIS
Tools  Project  Preferences  Help

html.erb index.html.erb

10

——
| —



Kristine Rooks

This code creates an output that shows how long ago the status was posted, and gives us more
flexibility with how we style the page.

Go back to file croshare/views/layouts/application.html.erb. Add the following CSS code:

.bg-primary {
height: 80px;
padding-top: 30px;
background-color: #335CD6;
}

.big-title {
font-size: 60px;
font-family: "Arial Rounded MT Bold", "Helvetica Rounded", Arial, sans-serif;
color: white;
padding-left: 100px;
}

.description {
font-size: 20px;
font-family: "Arial Rounded MT Bold", "Helvetica Rounded", Arial, sans-serif;
padding-left: 100px;
color: white;

}

.container {
padding-left: 100px;
}

.btn {
font-family: "Arial Rounded MT Bold", "Helvetica Rounded", Arial, sans-serif;
font-size: 20px;

}

11

——
| —
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7. Conclusion

You now have a simple social media site where your friends can share content with each other. It
should look something like this:

€« 2> C A [ localhost:3000/statuses
I Apps & ettnet [BJ Google v Tech Talent South (£ Memory game exa...  [E) Components - Boots... ) twbs/bootstrap-sass  |<] general | TTS Summ...

D Comprehensive Rub... Her

Croshare

Post great crochet and knitting patterns! Share immediately with your friends!

Post a New Pattern

Kristine

Check out this great shawl! http://www.beatriceryandesigns.com/2014/07/15/midnight-breeze-shawl/

about 2 hours ago | Edit | Delete

Kristine

Here's another cool pattern! http://www.beatriceryandesigns.com/2014/09/08/amazing- grace-blissful-beanie-new-free-crochet-pattern/

16 minutes ago | Edit | Delete

12

——
| —



